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Abstract 
The Everglades Agricultural Area (EAA) is a 700,000 acre drained basin located north of the 
Florida Everglades. Phosphorus (P) run-off originating from residential and agricultural areas 
has resulted in ecological imbalances within the Everglades, and in 1994, the Everglades 
Forever Act was passed to implement regulations to improve the quality of water entering 
the Everglades. Approximately 400,000 acres of sugarcane grown in the EAA, along with 
other rotational crops, are subject to best management practices (BMPs) to reduce on-farm 
P discharge levels. The goal of this program aims to reduce overall P loads by 25%. Here 
we present results from a series of on-farm and lecture-based BMP extension workshops 
aimed at providing growers with the latest recommendations from the University of Florida.   

Two BMP extension workshops were organized in 2017. To cater to multiple learning styles, 
the first workshop adopted on-farm demonstrations to provide farmers and agricultural 
personnel the tools required to abide by the mandatory BMPs in the EAA, while the second 
workshop included indoor, lecture-based modules. Topics from both workshops included 
sugarcane BMPs, water retention, management of floating aquatic vegetation, nutrient 
management, sediment control, and soil testing. Evaluation forms were distributed to 
participants at the conclusion of the program to determine knowledge gained from the 
discussed topics in addition to growers’ willingness to adopt or modify their current BMPs.  

A total of 114 growers and agriculture personnel from the local industry attended the extension 
workshops. Results from both extension workshops indicated that 55% of attendees agreed 
that they would adopt or modify at least one of their BMP strategies in sugarcane, and that 
98% of attendees have a better knowledge of sediment management on sugarcane farms. In 
addition, attendees noted that the on-farm training provided a more effective hands-on 
learning experience when compared to the lecture-based modules. Attendees noted on their 
returned valuations that these training sessions should be conducted more than twice a year 
and should be bilingual (English and Spanish).   

Extension workshops were successful in providing sugarcane BMP recommendations to 
growers in the EAA, in addition to establishing behaviour changes associated with BMP 
implementation. Digital learning modules will be implemented to expand the strategy to 
audiences outside of the EAA.  
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